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II.  RESPONSE TO GEPA 417(a)

A.    Goals and Objectives

Other than following the annual formula grant procedures, no new goals or
objectives for FY 1983 were Identified for this program.

B.    Progress and Accomplishments:   Not applicable.

C.    Costs. Benefits, and Effectiveness:

Students Served: For school year 1982-83, $3,000,000 of FY 1981 funds and
$19,740,000 of FY 1982 funds were used for the education of refugee child-
ren; 143,207 children were served for an average of $159 per child. For
the same school year, $6,000,000 was appropriated under Section 501 (a) of
the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1982, as amended, for the education
of Cuban and Haitian entrant children and 11,427 children were served for
an average cost of $525 per child,

The Secretary determines the amounts of the awards to State educational
agencies (SEA) based on a count of the eligible children enrolled 1n
public and nonprofit private elementary and secondary schools in the
States. For each year in which funds, are made available for this program,
the Secretary announces a count date when SEA's must count the children
eligible for assistance. State and local educational agencies report
considerable inconvenience and frustration because of uncertainties re-
garding the availability of funds 1n most fiscal years. Some State and
local agencies may experience difficulties 1n arriving at accurate counts
because identification of children eligible for assistance Involves privacy
issues which 1n some cases are governed by State and local law.

Geographic Distribution: For school year 1982-83, the States reported
that there were 143,207 eligible refugee children enrolled in the Nation's
elementary and secondary schools. The seven States with the largest
refugee children enrollments have a total of 84,740 refugee children or
61 percent of the total refugee children enrollment. California alone
accounted for 33 percent of the total.

Enrollment Decrease. Between school year 1981 and 1982, total refugee
children enrollment decreased by 16.5 percent. Thirty-eight States show-
ed a decrease 1n refugee children enrollment and 11 States showed an 1n-
Increase. States with large refugee children enrollments, California,
Pennsylvania, New York, and Oregon showed a 13 percent decrease.

Instructional Methods. Bilingual education was used In 17 States {requlr-
ed by State law in four States). In addition, thirteen States used ESL,
13 States used ESL/b1 lingual, and 10 States operated a tutorial program.
Thirty-one States operated summer programs. Many local educators are
making extensive use of the National Clearinghouse for Bilingual Educa-
tion, the regional Bilingual Education Service Centers and the Indochlnese
Materials Center in Kansas City, but the use of these resources 1s spotty.Indicated th^t they had Imp ene ted
